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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MTN, El 

SUBJECT: MTN: IRISH INTEREST IN CONCESSIONS 
REF. STATE 21624 

1 . IRISH EXPORTS TO THE UNITED STATES TOTALED ONLY $219 MILLION 
(AT CURRENT EXCHANGE RATES) IN 1976, AND TOTAL IMPORTS FROM THE 
U.S. WERE $340 MILLION. THUS, US/IRISH TRADE IS NOT A MAJOR 
PREOCCUPATION WITH THE IRISH GOVERNMENT. 

2. AS FOR SPECIFIC PRODUCTS WHERE THE GOI WOULD HAVE A STRONG 
INTEREST IN THE US MARKET, BOTH THE TEXTILE AND FOOTWEAR 
INDUSTRIES HAVE FACED SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN RECENT YEARS. GOI 
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SHIP BEEF AND DAIRY PRODUCTS TO U.S. THESE 

ARE AREAS WHERE THE GOI WOULD HAVE A SERIOUS INTEREST IN CONCESSIONS. 

3. A GENERAL AREA OF SENSITIVITY IS AGRICULTURE. PROTECTION OF 
AGRICULTURE IS OF PRIMARY DOMESTIC POLITICAL IMPORTANCE AND, 

AS DEPARTMENT IS ALREADY AWARE, GOI REGARDS AGRICULTURE AS BEING 
BASICALLY NON-NEGOTIABLE IN CONTEXT OF MTN. CURLEY 
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